Swiss development cooperation in Niger by unknown
cooperation’s activities in the south, in the regions 
of Dosso and Maradi. Here, the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC) supports rural 
development (pastoral farming, agriculture, water 
infrastructure, marketing) and education and voca-
tional training. Switzerland helps to alleviate the ef-
fects of food crises and responds to the population’s 
protection needs through the delivery of humanitar-
ian aid. The SDC and the Human Security Division 
(HSD) of the Directorate of Political Affairs (DP) work 
together on matters of security, the consolidation of 
democracy, and peacebuilding. 
Rural development: improving the 
productivity of pastoral farming and 
agriculture 
Switzerland is involved with helping herders and 
farmers to improve production and marketing meth-
ods for their produce. Umbrella organisations for 
producers strengthen their advocacy skills in order 
to better defend their profession and obtain favour-
able conditions. With the support of farming or-
ganisations producers take part in the drafting and 
application of rural and pastoral codes of conduct 
thereby enjoying better land tenure security and fair-
er access to resources. 
For example, since 2012, the SDC has been re-
sponsible for establishing access to clean water for 
over 9’000 people, of whom 5’000 are women. 
These hydraulic infrastructures are managed by vil-
lage committees: 115 of their members have been 
trained and will supply water to tens of thousands of 
households from 2014.
Education and vocational training: providing 
prospects for the future
Switzerland promotes quality schooling with pro-
jects designed to have an impact on the entire ed-
ucation and training system in order to open up 
opportunities for young Nigeriens to obtain skilled 
Switzerland supports development efforts in 
Niger by investing in rural development, ed-
ucation and vocational training and also local 
governance in the regions of Dosso and Maradi 
in the south. Switzerland’s actions aim to im-
prove the quality of life for local communities, 
encouraging them to play a part in their own 
development.
Context
Niger suffers recurrently from food insecurity due 
to cyclical and structural problems. There have been 
seven major food crises since the 1970s. Approxi-
mately 80% of the population lives in a rural envi-
ronment, over 60% of people live below the pover-
ty threshold. The state of Niger has created several 
strategies to develop the country. Despite the coups 
d’Etat and rebellions of the last 20 years, democracy 
is gaining strength. 
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been present in Niger since 1977. 
The current strategy (2010-2015) concentrates the 
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Partners
 › Swiss NGOs: Swisscontact, Helvetas Swiss Interco-
operation, Swiss Church Aid (HEKS)
 › Nigerien partners: government ministries, region-
al and municipal authorities, farming, crafts and 
community organisations, businesses and consul-
tancies. 
 › International NGOs: Vétérinaires Sans Frontières 
(Belgium), Smart Development Works (SNV)
 › Multilateral organisations: HRC, ICRC, UNDP, 
FAO, UNICEF, ADB, World Bank, WFP, OCHA, Hu-
manitarian Air Service (UNHAS)
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 22
SDC: Humanitarian Aid 3
DP: Human Security Division 0.5
Total  25.5
jobs. Course content favours local knowledge and 
national languages. 
Thus, between the end of 2011 and 2013, 18’000 
teachers, including 7’000 women, received profes-
sional training. 3’000 new schoolteachers, of whom 
two thirds were women, were trained in the teach-
er-training colleges in Dosso and Maradi.
Local governance: creating local development 
hubs
Switzerland supports decentralisation and local gov-
ernance, considering it a means of implementing 
local policies that favour socio-economic reforms. 
Switzerland provides assistance to regions and mu-
nicipalities so as to encourage local governance in a 
way that integrates public and private local actors.
Humanitarian aid: protecting refugees 
Swiss Humanitarian Aid supports multilateral part-
ners including the ICRC, the HCR and the WFP (World 
Food Programme) in order to come to the assistance 
of populations in danger from food crises and con-
flict. It supports, in particular, the National Agency 
for the Prevention and Management of Catastrophes 
and Food Crises. 
Multilateral cooperation 
In addition to the multilateral humanitarian agencies, 
Switzerland contributes to the water and sanitation 
programmes of the African Development Bank (ADB) 
and World Bank. 
Transversal themes: gender and governance 
In 2014, in line with the national gender policy of Ni-
ger, the SDC developed a strategy for all its projects, 
prioritising the reduction of inequalities between 
men and women. It is committed to promoting good 
governance in all of its projects.
Facts and figures (source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  1’267’000 km2
Population     16.069 millions 
Annual population growth rate (since 1990)    3.5 %
Life expectancy at birth women/men    55.2 / 54.2 years
Adult illiteracy rate women/men (2005-2011)* 85 / 57 %
Per capita GDP  374.4 USD
Proportion of population living on less than USD 2 per day (2008) 75.23 %
Quality schooling: The SDC supports 
teacher-training.
Access to land for all: the SDC encour-
ages cohabitation between herders 
and farmers.
Impressum
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC 
CH-3003 Berne, Switzerland 
www.sdc.admin.ch
Photos: SDC
* Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2013/14 
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Wells within easy reach: the SDC facili-
tates access to water for irrigation and 
households. 
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